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located on such steep slopes that farmers dare not turn in the large, fat
hogs for fear that they may lose their footing and roll down.
Slopes have a real advantage for orchard fruits, not only because the
land is cheap but likewise because they diminish the danger of frost in
the spring when the trees are flowering. They also lengthen the season
that is warm enough for ripening in the fall, a fact which is especially
important for apples, the chief tree crop of the United States. This is
because the earth cools off faster at night than does the air. It thereby
cools the air that touches it. Since the cool air contracts, it becomes
relatively heavy and begins to flow down the slope. Its place is taken by
warmer air which has not yet touched the earth. Most people have
noticed how this process causes the hollows to be cooler than the land a
little farther up the slope on a still summer night.
In tropical countries where there is no frost the slopes often have
another great advantage, both for trees and for all sorts of crops. The
soil is better there than anywhere else./ This is because the soil on
the level uplands is often so badly leached that it becomes infertile.
In the valley bottoms, on the contrary, the soil is often waterlogged.
Where the slope is right, however, the soil is well drained but not too
much leached, and hence better than anywhere else. If travelers in
places such as Panama knew more about soils and slopes they would
not be surprised at seeing fine level grassland used only for cattle, while
steep slopes are painstakingly terraced for crops. Nor would they wonder
why the coffee of Brazil, the bananas of Uganda, and the crops of many
other tropical countries are raised on slopes. Tropical farmers do not
understand why the slopes are better, but long experience has taught
them that it pays to use slopes and to depend on trees as much as possible.
Lumbering as a Mountain Industry
Trees for lumber as well as for food will always be more abundant
in rugged regions than in plains. Many of the plains that are now
densely populated were once covered with trees, but today in temperate
latitudes forests are largely restricted to rugged areas which cannot be
used for farming. Such forest lands are found in northern New England,
the Adirondacks, the Appalachians, and the northern parts of Michigan,
Wisconsin, and Minnesota. The Ozark region of Arkansas, parts of the
Rocky Mountains, and much of the Sierra, Cascade, and Coast Ranges
are likewise forested. In Europe the words "forest" and "mountain" are
almost synonymous. The terms "Black Forest" and "Black Mountains"
are both used for the same part of Germany. Similarly in France the
forests have been cut away so fully in all parts except the rugged uplands
that a term such as Argonne means both forest and highland.

